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BACKGROUNDER
	21st Century Cures Act

	Overview
· The “21st Century Cures Act,” H.R. 34, is a comprehensive bill that will increase funding for disease and cancer research, for the advancement of medical devices and drugs, for opioid prevention and treatment programs, and for mental health research and treatment. 1
· The Congressional Budget Office estimates that the bill will reduce the deficit by $5.81 billion through 2026. 2

Important Provisions
· Provides the National Institutes of Health with $4.8 billion in new funding to:
· Advance the Precision Medicine Initiative to drive research into the genetic, lifestyle and environmental variations of disease ($1.5 billion);
· Bolster the "Cancer Moonshot” to speed up cancer research ($1.8 billion); and
· Invest in the BRAIN initiative to improve our understanding of diseases like Alzheimer's. 3
· Provides $1 billion in grants to states over two years for expanded opioid prevention and treatment programs by:
· Improving prescription drug monitoring programs; 
· Implementing prevention activities; 
· Training for health care providers; and 
· Expanding access to opioid treatment programs. 3
· Expands Medicaid coverage of mental health services. 3
· Expedites the development and review of drugs for subgroups of rare disease patients by authorizing FDA to rely on data submitted in previously approved applications involving similar gene targeting technology. 1
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Empowers the FDA to apply efficient and flexible approaches to expedite the development and review of new medical technologies like the breakthrough path for drugs that Congress made law four years ago. 1
· Create a new Assistant Secretary for Mental Health and Substance Use to replace the Administrator at Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) and coordinate mental health programs across the federal government. 1
· Establishes a priority review voucher program that encourages the development of drugs and vaccines to protect Americans against agents that present a national security threat, like a bioterror attack. 1
· Expedites the interoperability of electronic health record systems to help make good on the $30 billion taxpayer investment and benefit patients, providers, and researchers. 1
Please let me know if you require further information or have any questions that I can assist you with on this issue or others.
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